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Analog Corner

Gear Shift to the AEGO2

Every so often a product shows up that
surprises the hell out me, and while
what follows is not the usual “Analog
Corner” fare, 1 just can’t contain my
enthusiasm for it.

Wired magazine recently asked me to
pick three computer speakers for a de-
partment they have in which one prod-
uct in a category is awarded “First Class,”
one “Business Class,” and one “Coach.”
The editor assigned to the piece
had already done some legwork
for me and suggested I check out
Acoustic Energy’s AEGO2.satel-
lite-subwoofer system, which 1s
aimed at the computer crowd.
T}IC thIcC-PiCCC packa.ge SCHS for
$599 and is imported by
Audiophile Systems, which also
distributes Arcam and dCS in the
USs.

I ended up going through a
whole stack of three-piece sys-
tems before I got to the AE, and
for the most part, if you've heard
one Of thCSC plastic-boxcd
assemblages, you've heard 'em
all. Some, like the ones from
Cambridge SoundWorks, can
sound surprisingly good...for
plastic boxes. A $79 JBL system
mmpressed me, as did a $99 o
from Altec-Lansing that mclud-
ed a downfiring midrange hid-
den in the base of each satellite.
Stll, the only really credible,
music-making “personal system” T heard
before I got to the AE was Eminent
Technology’s planar magnetic LFT-11
($499, $599 with amplifier; www.emi-
nent-tech.com), which I use flanking my
computer monitor.

When I unboxed AE's AEGO2, T was
disappointed: a pair of tiny metal (zinc
alloy) satellites not quite 4" tall and 3"
wide, and a 13" by 10" by 7" subwoofer
box that also contains the system’s ampli-
fication. There are three channels of
amplification built in, and provisions for
a center channel (computer home the-
ater, anyone?), as well as convenient
front- and rear-mounted stereo mini-
Plugs.

I've heard dozens of systems like this,
and was quite prepared for the usual
vague, wimpy sound, but at a higher
price. But what poured forth was what I
would have to call high-end audio. It
wasn't perfect, but it was way superior to
any other small sat-sub system I'd heard
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—vparticularly in terms of low col-
oration, but in every other sonic depart-
ment as well. This little setup rivaled
much bigger systems.

The AEGO2 had an absolutely stun-
ning, detailed, and believable midband,
and delivered a soundstage that was sur-
prisingly large, and freed from the con-
straints of the tiny boxes. The system
had genuine dynamics and could play
impressively loud with no hint of strain

Acoustic Energy’s AEGO2 satellite-subwoofer system

The AEGO2
had an absolutely
stunning, detailed, and
believable midband.

or compression. Images were three-
dimensional and nuanced in ways I've
never heard from puny systems like this.
There was a crystalline clarity without
etch or brightness that wowed every vis-
itor to my office. The AEGO2 offered
superb detail, depth, ambience —name
your audiophile calling card.

This system has the potential to turn
a generation of computer geeks into
audiophiles. It was so much better than

any‘thing the average computer guy or
gal has ever heard that theyll probably
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be bowled over — as might you, despite
your having been exposed to the real
high-end deal. Think of the AEGO2 as
a goodwill ambassador to our world.

It wasn’t petfect, of course. The
biggest disappointment is a three-posi-
tion bass-level switch instead of one
that's continuously adjustable. In my
room, no matter where I placed the sub-
woofer, there was simply too much bass,
even with the switch in the minimum
position. (My new Mac G4 does-
n’t have tone controls.) Even so,
the system astounded me. You'll
know you're listening to some-
thing special when you hear it,
and that includes the bass, which is
tuneful instead of “one-note.”

What's going on here?
According to the www.aegopro-
jectorg website, the designer is a
“slightly eccentric” former Bose
engineer, Shuji Yamamoto, who
has come up with a unique driver
shaped like a piece of Wonder
Bread instead of the standard
cone. The design is said to reduce
standing waves, which perhaps
accounts in part for the system’s
low coloration. The driver is built
in Malaysia by FPI (Formosa
Prosonic Industrics), one of the
world’s largest OEM  speaker
manufacturers.

The satellite’s patented drive-
U-n-it feamres a SPCCi.Q.l long—t}u“()w
suspension and a computer-
designed anti-resonant diaphragm. To
ensure high power-handling capacity, the
system has a unique heat-transfer design
that pumps air through the coil and mag-
net assembly. That's why you can crank it.
Other tricks are em-ployed to get this
kind of performance from such a tiny sys-
tem, including extensive active equaliza-
tion to correct for driver-response devia-
tions, The satellites can be positioned to
fire dircctly at the listener for nearfield lis-
tening, or angled up to create more spread
and diffusion. The subwoofer driver is
mounted enti:el}? within the box, which
features an oval, front-mounted passive
radiator and a tuned port in the rear

Using the ABGO?2, you might actual-
ly enjoy listening to music through vour
computer. But forget the computer—
with its built-in, front-mounted volume
control, the AEGO?2 can function as a
credible music system when connected
to a CD player—or a tumtable and
phono section, for that matter.
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